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in February. The clearing up of the albuminuria by the 28th
August indicates that the cause had ceased. If the cause of this
illness had been auto-intoxication it would have been still
operating, and the albumen in the urine would not have cleared
up, nor would the peripheral neuritis have cleared up.
Can you explain how it was that the albuminuria should clear
up and the peripheral neuritis should come on?—Yes. la
arsenical poisoning the action of the arsenic on the kidney is a
quick one; it occurs in twenty-four hours. The action on the
nerves is a slow one, and takes ten clays or a fortnight, or perhaps
longer, to commence.
If the cause was arsenical poisoning, arsenic administered
before she went into the asylum, would you expect to find the
albuminuria had ceased, as it had, by the 28th August?—Yes.
And consistently with that, might or might not the peripheral
neuritis appear?—Yes, I should expect the peripheral neuritis to
occur the first ten days or so after arsenic had been taken-
And not before?—No. It takes ton days or so—several days
—to commence.
You have told us that Mrs, Armstrong was not suffering from
Bright's disease in August, in your opinion, when aho wont to the
asylum ?—That is so. Bright's disease is a chronic disease, and Dr.
Hincks discovered no sign of Bright'a disease up to (.he time that
Mrs. Armstrong went to the asylum. There wore no symptoms
of it described, and it is a disease which does not clear up in a
few days; it is a more or less permanent disease. It lasts a long
time; it is rarely curable.
Let us pass on to January, when Mrs. Armstrong returned
home from the asylum. You remember that in tho letter of Dr,
Townsend it was said that they had come to tho conclusion that
the neuritis was functional and not organic. What do you «ay
about that?—My opinion is that the neuritis was a peripheral
neuritis; I have no doubt about it* There may have been some
functional symptoms superaclded; indeed, I think T)r. Soutar says
that in his letter.
Is it easy or not to diagnose arsenical poisoning during life?
—It is difficult; it is very difficult1, unless an analysis is made;
the symptoms of arsenical poisoning may be imitated by disease.
I know that Dr. Hincks fotmd Mrs. Armstrong physically very
much better on the 25th January when ho saw her, and then in
February lie speaks of the high-step-page ^ait. That, to my mind,
i« a very important feature •, it is tie most important symptom of
peripheral neuritis. Owing to the weakness of the feet they drop,
and the patient lifts the feet up high to prevent tho toes catching
the ground, I am familiar with that symptom of which Mrs.
Armstrong complained, that, she felt as if sho had springa in her
feet; it is a fairly common disorder or sensation in peripheral
neuritis,
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